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Gentlemen, 

The  Registrar’s  returns  of  Births  and  Deaths  for  the  year  1894, 
occurring  in  your  district  are  as  follow;  — 

The  number  of  births  reported  is  only  42  (25  males  and  17  females), 
the  lowest  number  I  have  ever  reported  during  the  last  19  years, 
this  gives  a  birth-rate  per  1000  persons  living  of  i3'645,  last  year 
(1893)  the  rate  was  26  g6,  and  in  1887  the  rate  was  29'i8,  but  with 
these  exceptions  there  has  been  a  gradual  decline  in  the  birth-rate 
of  your  district,  with  slight  fluctuations,  ever  since  I  became  your 
Medical  Officer  in  1876.  I  have  drawn  your  attention  to  this  matter 
before,  not  that  you  are  able  to  do  anything,  but  to  show  that  it 
must  materially  affect  your  death-rate,  as  fewer  children  being  born 
each  year  leave  a  greater  proportion  of  adults  approaching  the 
termination  of  life  when  they  must  shuffle  off  the  scene ;  consequently 
your  death-rate  remains  higher  than  it  should  be  owing  to  the 
stagnation,  if  not  actual  decline  of  population. 

This  complaint  is  not  confined  to  our  district  alone,  as  I  find 
from  the  reports  of  the  Medical  Officer  for  the  Borough  of  Hud¬ 
dersfield  that  the  same  feature  obtains  there. 

How  far  this  may  be  dependent  on  exigencies  of  trade  I  am  not  in 
a  position  to  say,  but  it  appears  to  indicate  that  your  young  married 
population  are  going  elsewhere,  whether  in  search  of  work,  or  from 
other  causes,  it  will  be  interesting  to  know. 
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The  deaths  reported  during  the  year  number  48,  equivalent  to  a 
rate  of  i5'59  per  1000,  showing  an  excess  of  deaths  over  births  of  6  ; 
the  causes  which  contribute  to  this  rate  when  analysed  are  not 
unfavourable  as  I  will  show  later  on  ;  but  the  rate  is  higher  than  we 
have  any  right  to  expect  in  a  county  district  so  favourably  situated 
as  ours  is. 

Of  the  48  deaths,  8  occurred  in  children  under  i  year,  and  com¬ 
paring  this  with  the  number  of  births,  we  have  a  high  proportion  of 
190  per  1000  births,  last  year  our  average  was  exceedingly  low,  being 
60  per  1000,  and  the  average  for  the  West  Riding  was  166  per  1000 

18  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  adults  over  60  years  of  age,  a  per 
centage  of  37'5,  a  high  proportion.  To  some  extent  the  low  general 
mortality  is  due  to  the  very  low  rate  of  deaths  from  Pulmonary 
complaints,  while  our  average  for  Phthisis  and  Heart  Disease, 
remain  about  the  same,  the  sickness  from  Acute  Chest  Affections 
has  been  slight,  and  consequently  the  deaths  have  been  very  few  ; 
the  moderate  range  of  temperature  of  the  air  being  conducive  to 
good  health,  there  have  not  been  the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold 
which  we  experienced  in  1893. 

Of  the  48  deaths:  — 

8  occurred  in  infants  who  had  not  completed  their  first  year. 

3  from  I  and  under  5  )'ears  of  age. 

2  „  5  ..  15 

4  ..  15  ..  2.‘i 

19  ..  25  ,,  65 

12  over  65  years  of  age. 

Zymotic,  Germ,  or  Infectious  Diseases  account  for  7  deaths,  a 
rate  of  2  274  per  1000;  the  average  for  the  West  Riding  for  1893 
was  2  63,  and  our  rate  in  1893,  i  '6  per  1000;  3  of  these  were  due  to 
Membranous  Croup,  and  1  each  to  Whooping  Cough,  Typhoid 
Fever,  Scarlet  Fever,  and  Erysipelas,  all  these  cases  were  scattered 
and  isolatd,  and  there  has  been  no  epidemic  of  any  of  these  diseases 
during  the  year  with  the  exception  of  Whooping  Cough,  which  was 
very  prevalent  in  the  spring. 
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Scarlet  Fever  appeared  at  Crosland  Edge  and  was  traced  as  part 
of  an  epidemic  which  prevailed  in  a  neighbouring  township.  The 
case  of  Typhoid  Fever  occurred  at  Armitage  Fold,  in  November, 
careful  enquiries  into  water  and  milk  supplies  and  the  general 
sanitary  surroundings  failed  to  give  any  clue  as  to  the  origin  of  the 
disease  and  it  is  presumed  it  must  have  been  contracted  at  a  distance, 
no  other  cases  occurred  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs  account  for  13  deaths,  9  are 
due  to  Consumption,  a  rate  of  2  9  per  1000.  This  is  high,  the  rate 
for  1893  vvas  i'9,  and  for  the  West  Riding  1-5  per  1000. 

On  the  other  hand,  from  Acute  Pulmonary  Complaints  only  4 
deaths  are  recorded,  due  to  Catarrhal  or  Broncho-Pneumonia, 
giving  a  rate  of  i’3  per  1000,  against  3  9  in  1893,  with  a  West  Riding 
rate  of  3  8. 

Influenza  broke  out  occasionally  during  the  year  and  caused  one 
death  in  January. 

Heart  Disease  caused  8  deaths.  Cancer  2,  Senile  Decay  3, 
Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  6,  Premature  Birth  Inanition  2, 
the  others  are  due  to  Dropsy,  Goitre,  Inflammation  of  Glands  of 
Neck,  Hemorrhage,  Cystitis,  and  Acute  Rheumatism. 

Two  cases  were  enquired  into  by  the  coroner,  one  a  death  from 
injury  by  falling,  the  other  "Natural  causes,  probably  Heart 
Disease." 

As  regards  general  sickness  the  year  has  been  uneventful,  there 
has  been  no  outbreak  of  Zymotic  disease,  though  a  few  isolated  cases 
have  occurred  and  owing  to  the  low  temperature  of  the  atmosphere 
during  summer  there  was  an  almost  total  absence  of  Cholera  and 
Choleraic  Diarrhoea. 

Under  the  Notification  of  Diseases’  Act  (1889),  8  cases  have  been 
reported  to  me  during  the  year,  viz  ;  3  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  Cros¬ 
land  Edge,  I  fatal,  previously  reported  ;  i  of  Croup  ;  i  of  Typhoid 
Fever  ;  2  of  Erysipelas,  and  i  of  Diphtheria  ;  all  these  cases  were 
visited  without  delay  and  the  necessary  measures  taken  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  the  infection. 
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During  the  year  I  have  frequently  visited  the  district  to  keep 
myself  posted  in  anything  which  concerns  the  public  health, 
sometimes  with  your  Inspector,  many  times  by  myself,  in  fact  I  am 
generally  over  some  part  of  your  district  several  times  a  week. 

According  to  your  Inspector’s  report  the  drains  at  Netherton 
have  been  well  flushed  periodically,  it  is  very  necessary  to  see 
that  this  is  attended  to,  especially  the  side  gullies  as  refuse  accu¬ 
mulates  here,  and  if  not  dislodged,  will,  in  dry  weather,  become 
very  offensive. 

At  Armitage  Fold,  owing  to  the  intermittent  way  in  which  the 
drains  are  flushed  I  am  afraid  that  you  will  find  that  many  of  these 
drains,  which  have  a  very  slight  fall,  will  be  making  up  with  solid 
refuse.  At  Butts,  complaint  has  been  made  to  me  that  the  sewer  is 
very  offensive,  this  ought  to  be  remedied  by  taking  the  drains  up 
and  relaying  with  a  better  fall,  so  as  to  get  more  pressure  from  the 
flushing  arrangement. 

At  Crosland,  the  drainage  continues  as  stated  in  my  report  for 
several  years,  a  good  main  sewer  has  been  carried  to  the  entrance 
of  the  village,  but  no  use  is  made  of  it,  you  will  be  compelled  to 
complete  your  system  of  drainage  by  carrying  the  main  drain 
through  the  village,  so  as  to  compel  the  owners  of  property  to 
connect  their  houses  with  it  and  do  away  with  the  sump  holes 
,which  exist  in  various  places.  Complaint  has  been  made  to  me  of 
a  nuisance  at  a  house  in  Crosland,  where  the  water  sprung  up  in  the 
ashes  grate,  this  is  due  to  the  defective  drainage  of  the  village,  but 
on  examining  the  house  I  have  not  the  slightest  hesitation  in  asking 
you  to  condemn  it  as  unfit  for  habitation  and  to  take  proceedings 
accordingly  ;  at  the  same  time  I  would  draw  your  attention  to  two 
unoccupied  houses  in  Magdale  which  I  also  condemn  as  unfit  for 
habitation. 

At  Crosland,  a  great  number  of  houses  remain  as  in  my  report  to 
you  in  1892,  without  eave  spouts,  and  a  row  of  houses  at  the  top  of 
Netherton  are  in  the  same  condition,  the  owner  of  these  properties 
ought  to  be  compelled  to  provide  eave  spouts  to  all  buildings, 
especially  dwelling-houses. 
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At  Crosland,  a  nuisance  caused  by  an  uncovered  ashpit  has  been 
allowed  to  stand  over  so  long  in  spite  of  the  Inspector's  and  my  com¬ 
plaints,  that  it  seems  to  have  acquired  a  right.  I  think  you  ought  to 
deal  with  this  at  once. 

I  would  strongly  urge  your  Council  to  compel  the  owners  of 
private  streets  to  put  them  in  proper  repair,  some  of  these,  especially 
Beaumont  Street  in  Netherton,  and  at  the  back  of  Ten  Houses  at 
Armitage  Fold,  are  almost  impassable  in  wet  weather  owing  to  the 
wet  and  sludge. 

Wherever  practicable,  in  the  erection  of  new  houses,  I  would 
suggest  the  desirability  of  putting  up  Waste  Water  Closets  in  prefer¬ 
ence  to  the  old  privy  or  tub  system  ;  the  tub  system  is  a  doubtful 
improvement  on  the  old  privy  system  and  entails  a  considerable  cost 
to  your  Council  which  you  would  be  spared  in  adopting  the  waste 
water  system  of  closets. 

Owing  to  the  illness  of  Mr.  Mellor,  your  Inspector,  I  am  not  able 
to  give  a  copy  of  his  annual  report  in  print,  but  he  has  supplied  me 
with  a  number  of  sanitary  details  in  Schedule  C,  which  accompanies 
this  report,  and  furnished  me  with  periodic  information  as  to  the 
work  done  in  his  department  during  the  year,  so  that  I  am  able  to 
congratulate  you  on  the  amount  of  work  done  with  a  minimum  of 
friction.  In  many  cases  of  nuisance,  he  has  been  able  to  accomplish , 
by  persuasion,  what  otherwise  would  have  been  reported  to  your 
Board  and  the  necessary  poceediugs  taken ;  it  has  always  been  our 
endeavour  to  get  as  much  as  possible  done  by  persuasion,  and  in  no 
case  during  the  year  has  there  been  any  necessity  to  take  legal 
proceedings. 

At  the  present  time  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  your  district  is 
quite  free  from  any  disease  of  an  infectious  character. 

I  remain,  gentlemen, 

Yonr  obedient  Servant, 

T,  SMAILES,  M.D„  L.S.Sc, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Honley, 

January  25th,  1895. 


BIRTH  AND  MORTALITY  RATE,  1894. 


Births. 

Average  per 
1000. 

Deaths. 

Average  per 
1000. 

1st  Quarter 

12 

15-59 

14 

18-19 

2nd  ,, 

7 

909 

15 

19-49 

3rd 

13 

16-89 

9 

11-69 

4th  ,, 

10 

12-995. 

10 

12-995 

42 

13-645 

48 

15-59 

BIRTH  RATE  per  1000.  DEATH  RATE  per  1000. 


1876 

48  04 

2864 

1877 

35-27 

23-75 

1878 

33-18 

21-65 

1879 

33-18 

24-25 

1880 

24-26 

23  05 

1881 

23-27 

14-098 

1882 

23  6 

Huddersfield. 

13-77 

1883 

24-5 

29-5 

14098 

1884 

26  229 

29-4 

1803 

1885 

21-639 

29-1 

2262 

1886 

23-6 

27 

20-98 

1887 

29-18 

27-7 

25-57* 

1888 

22-95 

246 

1606 

1889 

24-59 

245 

16-39 

1890 

23-94 

22  6 

18-69 

1891 

2046 

24-4 

.  19-49 

1892 

22  09 

23 

23  o6t 

1893 

26-96 

23-77 

16-89 

1894 

13-645 

15-59 

•  High  Respiratory  Rate.  +  Diphtheria.— High  Respiratory  Rate. 


